
The story 
of the worst 
sin against 
Hashem, 
the Cheit 
Ha’egel fol-
lows the ap-
pointment 
of Betzalel 
and Oha-
liav who 

were charged with creating the vessels for 
the Mishkan. Bezalel was imbued with the 
wisdom to be able to perfectly form these 
holy vessels. 
The proximity of the story of the Mish-
kan to the story of the Cheit Ha’egel seems 
strange. Despite the fact that one lead to 
a civil war and betrayal of God and the 
other lead to the holiest possible worship 
of Hashem, there are striking similarities. 
Both the egel and many of the Mishkan’s 

keilim were made of gold. Both were creat-
ed from the donations of the people. Both 
were physical items utilized for worship. 
Why is it then that the Mishkan lead to 
such holiness while the egel lead to death?

The difference perhaps is that the Mishkan 
was a tool used for an end goal of serving 
Hashem in a way in which He directed us. 
The egel was a man-made item created at 
the very least to replace Moshe Rabbeinu 
or at the worst to replace Hashem Himself. 
Moshe was Moshe Rabbeinu: our guide, 
our leader, our mentor, our advisor, and our 
facilitator. He helped us forge a closer rela-
tionship with Hashem. When Bnei Yisrael 
attempted to replace him that meant dis-
tancing themselves from Hashem. 

The Mishkan on the other hand was meant 
to be a tool utilized to gain closeness to 
Hashem. As opposed to the egel, the goal of 
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the Mishkan was not to worship the tool 
itself, but to harness it as a means of be-
coming closer to God. May we all use the 
tools at our disposal to forge deeper rela-
tionships with Hashem. 

After Bnei Yisrael creates the golden calf, 
Hashem tells Moshe about their sin, and 
then the following pasuk states:

“And Hashem said to Moshe, I have seen 
this nation, and behold they are a stiff-
necked people” (Shmot 32:9).
Two obvious questions can be asked on 
this pasuk: (1) Why does it repeat that 
Hashem said to Moshe if Hashem was 
already talking to Moshe in the previous 
pasuk, and (2) What is the significance of 
Hashem saying this; what does it mean 
that Bnei Yisrael is a stiff-necked people?

Rashi and Sforno both explain that “stiff-
necked” is a trait which causes someone 
to turn away from someone rebuking 
them, refusing to heed the advice or call 
to repentance. Therefore, they understand 
this pasuk in two phases: First, Hashem 
tells Moshe of the Jewish people’s sin, 
which deserves severe punishment. Then, 
after an implied plea for mercy and prom-
ise of repentance from Moshe, Hashem 
refuses, saying                    , indicating that 
the people’s trait of stiff-necked rejection 
of mussar and clinging to evil ways has 
made them unfit for repentance. Howev-
er, there is one difficulty with this inter-
pretation. In a later pasuk (Shmot 34:9), 
Moshe requests mercy from Hashem, 
again, saying, 

“Let Hashem go among us for they are a 
stiff-necked people, and you should for-

give our sins.”

Why would Moshe invoke the same argu-
ment that made Hashem angry enough 
to threaten Bnei Yisrael with destruction, 
in order to ask Hashem to have mercy on 
them? Wouldn’t reminding Hashem of 
this stiff-necked trait of the people only 
hinder Hashem’s mercy? 

Rashi explains that the word        in this 
pasuk doesn’t actually mean “because”, 
rather it means “if ”, as if to say: “Even if 
it is true that we are a stiff-necked people 
and You said You couldn’t go among us, 
we ask that You nevertheless go among 
us because You have shown that You are 
merciful and forgiving”. Moshe knew that 
even though having Hashem with Bnei 
Yisrael would result in a more severe pun-
ishment than just having an angel lead 
them, it was still imperative that Hashem 
be among them, because only He could 
provide the mercy necessary for forgiving 
them. 

In this week’s parsha, Parshat Ki Tisa, the 
famous event of Cheit Haegel occurs. Just 
about six weeks after the Exodus from 
Egypt, the Jews made a golden calf when 
Moshe delays coming down from Har 
Sinai. How could the Jews witness the 
biggest miracles to ever happen and then 
turn to avodah zara so shortly after? What 
was Aharon’s role in the sin?
The pasuk says,

“...We don’t know what happened to 
Moshe, the man that brought us out of 
Egypt” (Shmot 32:1). 

This shows that Bnei Yisrael still acknowl-
edged Moshe as the man who took them 
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out of Egypt and did not BELIEVE in the 
golden calf, but needed a physical repre-
sentation in the absence of Moshe. Rabbi 
Lord Jonathan Sacks, zt’’l, says that the 
Ibn Ezra explains that the people didn’t 
want a substitute for God; they wanted 
a substitute for Moshe. Some say that as 
for Aharon who watched the people sin, 
he was simply stalling for Moshe to get 
back from Har Sinai and certainly did not 
condone Bnei Yisroel’s behavior. He sug-
gested the people use their gold jewelry 
for the calf, which he thought would take 
time, during which Moshe would return.
We can learn from this that when we feel 
hopeless or lonely, Hashem is always be-
side us, even if we do not have a physical 
representation of Him. We need to work 
on never losing sight of Hashem’s every-
day actions and leadership over us.
Good Shabbos!

In this week’s parsha, one of the most cru-
cial moments comes when Hashem tells 
Moshe that Betzalel from Shevet Yehu-
da is to build the Mishkan, and Betzalel 
has been filled with a Divine spirit from 
Hashem to do so. A seemingly apparent 
question to ask from this is why is it im-
portant to know that Betzalel had Divine 
spirit in him? 

The Netziv says that this piece of informa-
tion teaches us something critical about 
the Mishkan. The Mishkan wasn’t just 
any building project for which one hires 
competent workers and then the work be-
gins. For that, all you need is to find good 
builders. The Mishkan, however, was 
meant to be Hashem’s home in this world. 
He was therefore looking for worthy 
people who possessed great spirituality 
to build His home, and so He made them 
capable of doing the work. Thus, Betzalel 
was not some incredibly gifted builder by 

himself, but rather a man of great spiri-
tuality, imbued with the Divine spirit of 
Hashem to be a magnificent architect. In-
deed, the Netziv continues by saying that 
this is why Moshe is told by Hashem:

“see, [Hashem] has called Betzalel...” 
(Shmot 31:2). Moshe is called upon not to 
literally see Betzalel, because that would 
be obvious, but rather to recognize that 
building the Mishkan requires holiness 
before raw skill, which is why the build-
er didn’t have to be the most physically 
skilled craftsman in the entire nation. We 
should thus seek to emulate Betzalel in 
our daily lives and make sure our spiritu-
ality is always at the highest possible level, 
because Hashem can always help out and 
balance our physical faults. Good Shab-
bos!

The word bina comes from the word 
livnot, to build. In this week’s parsha, 
Parshat Ki Tisa, Hashem tells Moshe who 
exactly will be building the Mishkan. The 
pasuk says:

“See, I have singled out by name Betzalel 
son of Uri son of Hur, of the tribe of Ju-
dah. I have endowed him with a Divine 
spirit of skill, ability, and knowledge in 
every kind of craft” (Shmot 31:1-2).

It is no coincidence that the word tevunah 
is used in this pasuk. In order to accom-
plish this task from Hashem, building 
the Mishkan, Betzalel not only needed 
chachma, but also bina. What makes bina 
so important, and why do we always see 
bina and chachma coupled together? 
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While chachma, wisdom, is an attribute, bina is 
the understanding of how to use that attribute of 
wisdom. Therefore, without bina, chachma would 
not meaningful and vice versa. 
If Hashem had just given Betzalel chachma and 
not bina, the Mishkan could in theory have still 
been made, but not in a way in which Bnei Yisra-
el would have felt a connection to it. Bina is un-
derstanding and applying chachma. 

The Mishkan is more than just walls and vessels, 
it is the house we are building for the Aibeshter. 
Without the bina, the Mishkan would have just 
been walls, and that is not what Hashem wants 
us to connect to. He desperately wants us to con-
nect to the deeper meaning of the Mishkan: the 
avodat Hashem that takes place inside of it. Ev-
eryone knows that a home without a family is just 
a house. Kal v’chomer, the Mishkan without bina 
and without the klal is just walls. Betzalel needing 
bina and chachma teaches us this valuable lesson. 
Have a Heilige Shabbos!
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