
Our lives are 
full of symbols. 
From a school 
logo or a coun-
try’s flag, to the 
Statue of Liber-
ty or the Kotel, 
these symbols 
are meaningful 
and represent 

something unique to each of us. There are prob-
ably many symbols in our lives that instill within 
us hope and inspiration. This week’s parsha has 
one of those symbols. 

The Torah discusses the building of the Mish-
kan, one of the most prominent symbols of hope 
and faith. Many of the items in the Mishkan were 
built with                , acacia wood. The Torah 
(Shmot 26:15) refers to these as “                      ” 

-- “acacia wood standing.” Why are they referred 
to as              , standing?

Rashi quotes a midrash that this wood was “stand-
ing for a purpose.” What purpose? When Yaakov 
took his family and went down to Mitzrayim, 
he uprooted trees that Avraham had planted in 
Be’er Sheva and replanted them in Mitzrayim. 
He commanded his children to take these trees 
with them when they eventually left Mitzrayim, 
as Hashem would command them in the future 
to build a Mishkan using this wood.

Rav Yaakov Kaminetsky, in his sefer Emet L’Yaa-
kov, points out that in theory the Jews could have 
taken similar wood from Mitzrayim; Yaakov did 
not have to uproot Avraham’s trees and replant 
them in order for the Jews to have wood to build 
the Mishkan! Alternatively, Yaakov could have 
taken acacia wood from his hometown before de-
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parting to Mitzrayim. Why did he have to up-
root what Avraham had planted in Be’er Sheva?

Rav Kaminetsky explains that Yaakov wanted 
to send an important message to his children. 
Yaakov was worried that his children would 
think that they would remain in Mitzrayim 
forever, so in order to remove that fear, he left 
them a symbol of hope and redemption. This 
acacia wood would be a constant symbol for 
them to look at and give them faith and inspi-
ration that the redemption would come. Spe-
cifically the trees that Avraham planted, trees 
that were planted with chesed, by the man who 
embodied chesed, these would be the trees that 
would encase the Mishkan and its utensils. 

As we read Parshat Zachor this Shabbat and re-
call what the nation of Amalek (of whom Ha-
man was a descendant) did to Bnei Yisrael, we 
must ask ourselves, why the need for such a re-
minder? 

Based upon Rav Kaminetsky’s idea, I believe 
that we can suggest that remembering Amalek 
helps us recall that there are always people who 
will want to see the demise of our nation. It is 
our job to fight through it with our faith and 
tefillot. As the Jews did with Moshe Rabbeinu 
and as they did with Esther and Mordechai in 
the Purim story, we too must remain focused 
on the many symbols and messages that we en-
counter in our daily lives. We must never lose 
hope. The same way this wood stood as a sym-
bol of redemption, so too we must constantly 
be striving and optimistic that our own person-
al and communal redemption will come one 
day as well. 

“Let them make Me a temple, that I may dwell 
among them” (Shmot 25:8).
This pasuk has only five words, but contains 
tremendous depth that many mefarshim ex-
pound on, including Rabbeinu Bechaye, who 
adds many beautiful insights. 
First, he points out that the pasuk refers to the 
Mishkan as “mikdash” to teach us that it was 
made holy by the very presence of the Shechi-
nah within it. He then quotes Shemot Rabbah 
(34:4), which says that the words  “          ” imply 
that Bnei Yisrael are God’s flock and He is their 
Shepherd. This relationship indicates honor 
for the children when they are with their Fa-
ther, and honor for the Father when He is at the 
home of His children and feels welcome there. 
This is what is meant by the reciprocal relation-
ship suggested by the words:                      

Rabbeinu Bechaye adds that the words                                                           
                                                                                
may also be read as                       , “so that My 
Presence will be amongst them,” relating to the 
idea that when we’re in the presence of God 
and vice versa, we give Him honor. 
Rabbeinu Bechaye connects this pasuk to the 
Batei Mikdash through the gematria of the 
word           , which hints to the amount of 
years each temple stood. When you break up 
the word              into                 , the pasuk now 
reads: “He will reside for 410 (years).” By re-ar-
ranging the letters to read                         “and 
the second (Temple) 420,” you get a hint to the 
length of time the second Temple stood. 
We should learn from all these insights that 
though a particular pasuk may seem small and 
insignificant, each and every pasuk is import-
ant and contains so many lessons that we can 
learn from. Have a Good Shabbos!

This week’s parsha talks about the Mishkan 
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and all its different parts that the Jews had to 
make. One such part mentioned is the adanim, 
the sockets. The adanim were at the bottom of 
the Mishkan and held things in place. How-
ever, their name, adanim, is somewhat odd 
considering their job. Adanim comes from the 
shoresh adon, meaning master. Why are these 
sockets called by a name that is rooted in the 
word master, when they sit at the very bottom 
of the Mishkan, with the job of merely holding 
things in place? There are many other vessels 
that seem to be way more important in the dai-
ly service!?
The Kli Yakar explains that even though it 
seems weird, the true essence of the sockets is, 
in fact, adon. He goes on to say that the adanim 
are “acting” with the purest form of leadership. 
Although they are just a bunch of sockets with 
no flashy function to them, they are actually 
the most integral part of the Mishkan. With-
out them, the entire structure would collapse. 
Tachlis, the true value of something is based on 
what it does, not based on where it stands (i.e., 
the top).
 
The Kli Yakar further explains that the fact 
that the adanim were at the bottom is precisely 
why they are so important. Most people believe 
that leaders are supposed to be on the top with 
riches and glory. However, the Torah’s view of 
what a leader should be is the exact opposite. 
Our greatest leader, Moshe, was the humblest 
man to exist. It is humility that the Torah values 
most. Additionally, there was a significant dif-
ference between how people gave the funds for 
the adanim versus how they gave money for the 
rest of the Mishkan. For the rest of the keilim, 
everyone gave “what their heart desired,” while 
for the adanim, every single Jew gave exactly 
the same amount. This shows true humility, as 
the poor, rich, smart, simple -- everyone was 
equal regarding the dedication of the adanim.
Although we see rich people and think they are 
chashuv, the real chashuv people are the ones 

who help Klal Yisrael from behind the scenes, 
performing acts of kindness, without the fame. 
These people are the foundation, like the sock-
ets, of Yiddishkeit (Not to say that there aren’t 
some famous people that do chesed as well). 
Another place this concept is seen is regard-
ing the Nesi’im, the heads of each tribe. The 
shoresh of nesi’im (naso) means to carry. This 
teaches us that the leaders are not supposed to 
be demanding things from their people and op-
pressing them, but rather they should be hold-
ing them up and giving to them.
The person in control does not always look like 
they are. The adanim are overlooked because 
they are backstage in the theater of the Mish-
kan. Just like it looks as if the dog is in control 
of the owner walking it because the dog car-
ries the owner wherever it decides, the owner 
is really the one in control and can decide any 
outcome for the dog.
May we merit to be like the adanim and sup-
port our family, friends, and the entire Klal Yis-
rael without the need for riches and fame.
Good Shabbos!

In this week’s parsha we are given the command 
to make a dwelling place for Hashem to rest. 

“Let them make Me a temple, that I may dwell 
among them” (Shmot 25:8).

The  sefer Lekach Tov quotes the Nefesh 
HaChayim who explains that since Hashem 
will dwell amongst all of Bnei Yisrael, every-
one must help to build the Mishkan. He also 
adds that the purpose of building the Mikdash 
isn’t for Hashem’s honor and glory but rather 
to help Bnei Yisrael grow from it. As they built 
the Mishkan, they also built themselves up in-
side in order to create a proper dwelling place 
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for Hashem. Each step of the way towards building the 
Mishkan was another step closer to Hashem. 
The   Sefer Chareidim explains that if you’re not constant-
ly working on yourself then it’s as if you’re destroying 
the Beit HaMikdash. He gives a mashal of an innkeeper. 
Just as an innkeeper wouldn’t let a stranger in and dirty 
his inn, so too we should be vigilant to not let the  yetzer 
hara come into our hearts and lead us to sin because the 
heart is the dwelling place of the Shechina.
The  Nefesh HaChayim expounds on the Sefer Charei-
dim, saying that you must keep your heart pure and 
holy so that enemies don’t come in and attack. He offers 
the example of Nebuchadnezzar and Titus who both de-
stroyed the physical Beit HaMikdash as a result of   Bnei 
Yisrael first destroying the spiritual  Beit HaMikdash. 
Bnei Yisrael had not guarded their hearts and had al-
lowed sins to enter into it, which he compares to setting 
the  Beit HaMikdash on fire. 
We learn from this that Hashem rests within all of us 
and we must guard our hearts in order to remain pure 
and holy.
The 248 limbs on your body correspond to the 248 
mitzvot aseh, and the 365 organs in your body corre-
spond to the 365  mitzvot lo ta’aseh. Therefore you must 
use your body to do mitzvot in order to come close to 
Hashem, and using your body for mitzvot connects the 
physical and spiritual worlds which brings Hashem into 
our midst.
 
 


