
Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, 
and Sukkot Edition 

5776

1



Table of Contents
Efraim Shachter                           page 3

Leor Levenson                              page 3

Jordan Landes                              page 4

Ty Kay                                           page 4

Jonah Tripp                                  page 5

Fun Facts                                      page 7

Game                                             page 8      

Editors-in-chief: Leor Levenson & Ty Kay
Art: Cherie Landa

Faculty Advisor: Mrs. Schochet

2



The Month of Preparation
Efraim Shachter

 The Month of Elul is a month of prepara-
tion. A month to prepare for Yom HaDin, the Day of 
Judgment. However, in order to meaningfully prepare 
for Yom HaDin, one must understand the concept of 
having a code of law that one must follow, and of a 
judge who metes out justice based on the law. Jews 
are the premier example of people who live by laws 
and go to legal scholars to help apply those laws to 
their lives. One would think that the concept of Yom 
HaDin would be very easy for Jews to understand. 
However, Jews, like the rest of humanity, were not 
always that way. We needed to be prepared. In the 
parshiyot we read during the month of Elul, we see 
how Hashem used the Torah to form us into the peo-
ple we have become.
 When someone killed someone else by ac-
cident, the ancient custom was that the members of 
their family or clan would kill the killer. They didn’t 
ask a lot of questions about the circumstance of the 
death; they just wanted revenge. There really wasn’t 
any other way to keep themselves safe. In many parts 
of the world, this is true even to this day.
 In Parshat Shoftim, we read about the system 
of arei miklat. The Torah allowed accidental killers to 
flee there, where they would be far from the venge-
ful family. So long as they stayed there, no revenge 
would be tolerated. The Torah could have said that 
whenever someone is killed the accused should get a 
fair trial and the court will determine what happens 
to him. That would make sense to us now, but we 
live in a civilization that the Torah helped create. At 
the time, such a law would have required too big a 
change to have an actual effect. What would have 
happened is that no accidental murderer would have 
survived long enough to get to his fair trial. The 
Torah itself tells us that it is, “not up in the sky or 
across the sea, but close to you, in your mouth and in 
your heart, to do it (Devarim 30:11-14).” Throughout 
the Torah, we see Hashem slowly weaning us away 
from the way people had always been to turn us (and, 
ultimately, the world) into something better that we 
never could have imagined or reached on our own.

Continued page 5 

The Message of Chana
Leor Levenson

 The gemara (Brachot 29a) says that the 
Shemoneh Esreh that we say in Mussaf on Rosh 
Hashana is based off of the prayer of Chana. Further-
more, we read the story of Chana as the haftarah on 
Rosh Hashana. Chana is famously known for going 
to the Mishkan and praying for a son. Her prayer 
was so powerful that her wish was granted, and she 
got a son, who grew up and became Shmuel HaNa-
vi. Why is her story so fundamentally important to 
Rosh Hashana that our entire tefillah involves her and 
revolves around her?
 Rabbi Yissocher Frand offers an interesting 
explanation. He says that Chana’s prayer caused a 
change in fortunes, something that we should all hope 
for this Rosh Hashana. She had no sons when she 
prayed; however, she was later blessed to have many 
children in her lifetime. The story of Chana is telling 
us that even if our current situation is not great, there 
is always the possibility that our fortunes can change, 
but only if we pray with the same kavanah that Chana 
had. Her entire prayer should stand as a model for us 
today. 
 This Rosh Hashana, if we pray with all the 
intensity and focus that we possibly can, maybe 
Hashem will reverse our fortunes and help us achieve 
whatever we want in the future. Hopefully this year 
the message of Chana will become a reality for us.
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True Happiness
Ty Kay

 
 For generations, people have been searching 
for the answer to one specific question. Everyone 
wants to know the same thing. They wonder: what 
is the secret to living a happy life? Many offer an-
swers, but one particularly insightful solution can be 
found on a Jewish holiday. This holiday is not Purim, 
Chanukah or even Rosh Hashana. It is actually Yom 
Kippur, a day many of us find uncomfortable and 
unpleasant. 
 Rabbi Benjamin Blech draws a comparison 
between the ten days of teshuva from Rosh Hashana 
to Yom Kippur and the Ten Commandments. Each 
day of the Aseret Yemai Teshuva corresponds to a 
commandment. The first two days, Rosh Hashana, 
stress the oneness of God and our devotion to him. 
On those days, one should try to internalize the corre-
sponding commandments. 
 The tenth and final day is Yom Kippur. This 
is the climax of the Aseret Yemai Teshuva. Its par-
allel  mitzvah is, “Thou shalt not covet.” Someone 
could easily claim this mitzvah is the most difficult. 
It requires not only watching of words and actions, 
but also your internal thoughts. This mitzvah is also 
integral to achieving a state of happiness.
 Many studies have been done to try and de-
termine what makes people feel like they’ve failed. 
Contrary to popular belief, it isn’t when they do poor-
ly on some task. Rather it is when we are compared 
with our peers and see that we did worse. To feel suc-
cessful, one must not only do well, but he also must 
out-do his colleagues. This causes everyone to be in a 
constant cycle of attempting to one-up everyone else, 
so no one is able to achieve happiness. 

Continued page 6

LeDavid Hashem Ori
Jordan Landes

 A couple of weeks ago, at the start of Chodesh 
Ellul, we began saying “LeDavid Hashem Ori” after 
Aleinu in davening. We recite this prayer once in the 
morning and once at night. The goal of this prayer 
is to help us develop and strengthen our relationship 
with Hashem.  
 One particular pasuk is a bit puzzling. In the 
fourth pasuk, King David says, “One thing I asked 
of Hashem-- that I should want to dwell in the house 
of Hashem all the days of my life, to see the pleas-
antness of Hashem and to visit his sanctuary.” It 
looks like there is a contradiction in this verse. First 
King David asked to “dwell” in the house of Hashem 
which would mean to be able to live with Him per-
manently. On the other hand, towards the end of the 
verse, David wants to “visit” the sanctuary. The word 
visit implies that he only wants to go there temporari-
ly. So which request did David really mean?  
 The Chofetz Chaim delivers the answer with a 
question. How do you keep the inspiration of feeling 
close to Hashem in your personal life?  He gives an 
analogy. A person traveling through a city or place 
for the first time will tend to be more excited than 
someone who lives in that city every day. The reason 
for that is because everything is all new and fresh 
to the visitor, while it’s considered old-fashioned 
to the permanent resident. If someone was visiting 
Times Square for the first time you can just imagine 
his wide eyes and looks of interest all around, but a 
permanent resident would be in a hurry to get where 
he is needed and would completely ignore the city 
around him. Our goal, especially before Rosh Hasha-
na and Yom Kippur, is to create an established rela-
tionship with Hashem. We can create that relationship 
by first acting like a visitor. 
 At the end of Aleinu, people tend to take off 
their tefillin and start chatting with their neighbors, 
but they should really be focusing on this prayer. It’s 
not so often you get the chance to enhance your rela-
tionship with the Almighty.    
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Shachter continued:
The Torah reading in shul was the beginning of Torah 
learning for the totality of the Jewish people. It is no 
less important today. In the parshiyot of the month of 
Elul, we see Hashem preparing Am Yisrael to be His 
nation. Reading these parshiyot and understanding 
their lessons is one big way for us to prepare for Yom 
HaDin. So pay attention! It’s Chodesh Elul! Yom 
HaDin is coming!

Happiness on Sukkot
Jonah Tripp

 In the Torah, Sukkot is referred to as Zman 
Simchateinu, the time of happiness. The word “sim-
cha” is used twice in the Torah in correlation with 
Sukkot (Devarim 16:14-15). However, in reference 
to the holiday of Shavuot the word “simcha” is used 
once, and for Pesach it is completely absent. Why is 
it that Sukkot is coined as the holiday of happiness? 
What makes this holiday-- commemorating the shel-
ter that makeshift huts provided us in the desert-- so 
joyous?
 Pesach, the holiday of physical freedom, is 
devoid of the word “simcha” because freedom with-
out meaning or a purpose is baseless freedom, and 
is subsequently not “happy”. Shavuot is associated 
with the word “simcha” only once, because we have 
finally found the purpose to our freedom, and now 
have a sense of direction in life. Although we have 
received the Torah, our guide in life, we still are not 
completely content, as there is something missing 
that will make us fully happy. That missing piece is 
what Sukkot provides.
 Sukkot is the holiday that signifies our full 
faith in Hashem. This holiday of trust brings us to 
another dimension of happiness that couldn’t be 
achieved through either Pesach or Shavuot. By com-
bining the freedom found in Pesach with the meaning 
and purpose inherent in Shavuot, we reach this other 
dimension of happiness. This ultimate happiness, 
represented by Sukkot, is reached through the realiza-
tion that even throughout the tough and challenging 
times Bnei Yisrael faced in the desert, they held onto 
that meaning and purpose. That purpose is Hashem 
and his Torah. By following Hashem and his miztvot 
throughout the tough times, we receive the satisfac-
tion that we strived in difficulty, allowing us to reach 
ultimate happiness. 
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Kay continued:
So what does produce happiness? It was found that 
belief in a higher being brings pleasure. This is why 
Yom Kippur and the tenth commandment are so 
intertwined and necessary. We need Yom Kippur to 
show us what is truly important. We must focus on 
Hashem, and then we will be happy. Like the tenth 
commandment says, we cannot allow ourselves to 
be jealous and caught up in the materialistic world. 
Rather, on Yom Kippur, when no one wears jewelry, 
we are all on the same level. On this day of apparent 
struggle, we have the potential to be the happiest we 
are in the entire year. Hopefully, everyone will have 
an easy, spiritual, and happy fast.
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Fun Facts
Did you know...

• That the Rambam writes that if you do teshuva in the ten 
days from Rosh Hashana to Yom Kippur with complete sin-
cerity, it will be accepted immediately? 

• That the huts that we sit in during Sukkot are symbolic of 
the clouds that protected us in the desert? 

• That we blow the shofar 100 times because we are not sure 
of the correct sound it should make–we follow every possibil-
ity in order to correctly fulfill the mitzvah?

• That Adam and Chava were created on Rosh Hashana?
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Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, Sukkot, Lulav, Teshuva, 
Shofar

Chag Sameach
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